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@HEADER:

@HEADLINE:Ready to Roll

@SUBHEAD:Bale unrollers simplify winter feeding and much more

@BYLINE:By Katie Humphreys

@BODYTEXT:Meal time around the bale ring can spark a battle. Aggressive cows push their way to the front and eat until they’re full, leaving the timid ones to feed on what’s left. So what can be done to even the playing field?


St. James, Mo., farmer Bill Wehmeier has found the answer in unrolling hay. And thanks to his Hydra Bed from Triple C Inc., feeding big round bales of hay and a host of other chores are well, a lot less of a chore.


“I couldn’t do without it,” says Wehmeier, who owns two units to feed his 200 cow/calf pairs in the rocky terrain of south-central Missouri. “I have farms that are as far as 12 miles from my house. Having a unit on my truck makes feeding hay so much easier and faster— and it keeps me from having a tractor on every farm.”


University of Missouri state forage Extension specialist Rob Kallenbach cites other benefits of this haying method. “Unrolling hay spreads the feeding area out, which distributes manure, nutrients and soil fertility across the field. There are no muddy areas or hay mounds as with bale rings.”



Wehmeier also adds that it’s a dry place for newborn calves to lie.


To make the task of unrolling hay as easy as possible, several companies—including Triple C, Besler Industries, DewEze and HosWel—and local machine shops manufacture truck-mounted bale unrollers.


The units, which can be installed on ¾-ton or larger trucks haul two round bales weighing up to 3,000# each (lifting capacity varies depending on manufacturer). The electric or live-hydraulic powered bale handler (depending on the model) is integrated into the flatbed, with some stowing on the bed surface and some stowing flush into the bed floor. Control systems available range from hand-held control on a power cord, wireless remote control or a fully-variable sealed system such as is found on modern tractors. All are capable of operating the bale handler from in or out of the cab. Squeeze arms, which operate slightly different depending on the manufacturer, hoist the bales onto the bed and then hold the bales securely in place with the help of the hydraulic system. Spinners at the end of the arms roll out a 4” to 6” layer of hay. To increase the animal health advantages of unrolling, many operators allow only intermittent bale rotation. This distributes just enough hay for 3 or 4 head at any given spot, allowing the herd to comfortably spread out over an even greater area. This reduction in animal concentration virtually eliminates competition. Young calves can rest comfortably beside their dams as the clean, unrolled hay is consumed. The cattle are actually able to “graze” their winter hay in a very natural, unconfined manner.

Besides their intended purpose of feeding hay, truck-mounted units are ideal for summer hay hauling and other jobs around the farm. Wehmeier uses his to unroll barbed wire and move squeeze chutes, feeders and bale rings. Triple C has a line of attachments and accessories that include a range and bunk cake feeder, post hole digger, big square bale flaker, box scraper and dump box.



The key to successfully feeding hay is to roll out a one-day supply, Kallenbach says. “By doing so, losses stay around 12% as opposed to 43% when a seven-day supply is fed.”


“Some people may argue with me, but I have found that my cattle waste less hay if I unroll it,” Wehmeier says. “That coupled with ease of feeding thanks to my bale unroller motivates me to continue rolling out hay to the majority of my herd.”  


As for his cows—both the aggressive and timid—they are happy to get the nutrition they need without too much of a brawl.   


@CAPTION:Winter is just around the corner but with the help of a bale unroller you can feed your cattle from the comfort of your pickup.  

@SOURCE:PHOTO BY TRIPLE C INC

@SIDEBARHEAD:For More Information

@BODYTEXT:This list is a good start for tracking down companies that manufacture truck-mounted bale unrollers. Each of these companies has distributors across the nation to help customers on a local level. There are also numerous welding and machine shops that make bale unrollers.

Besler Industries

P.O. Box B

Cambridge, NE 69022

(308) 697-4698

Web site: www.beslerindustries.com
E-mail address: beslerind@beslerindustries.com
DewEze Manufacturing

151 E. Hwy. 60

Harper, KS 67058

(800) 835-1042

Web site: www.deweze.com
E-mail address: info@deweze.com
HosWel

870 N. State Road 14

Harper, KS 67058

(800) 780-3939

Web site: www.hoswel.com
Triple C. Inc.

P.O. Box 248

Sabetha, KS 66534

(800) 530-5624

Web site: www.triple-c-inc.com
E-mail address: info@triple-c-inc.com
